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Analysis of the Imperial Examinations and Scholarship-Farmlands Monument
——Examining the Qing-Dynasty Wangdu-County Monument Inscriptions of Imperial Examination Scholarship-Farmlands

Ma Li
(The Cultural Relics Management Office of Baoding, Baoding, Hebei 071051, China)

Abstract: The inscription on a monument owned by the Cultural Relics Management Office of Wangdu County records how Zhang
Jingzan, head of Wangdu County, in early years of the Qing Dynasty, established and distributed scholarship-farmlands to support those
scholars who wished to become government officials by taking the Imperial Examinations. The practice of distributing Scholarship
Farmlands, originated from the Song Dynasty, allowed the Imperial Examination System to benefit the populace, making it possible for
more lowborn talented scholars to be chosen by the Imperial Examination System. This practice played a positive part in the development
of the cultural and educational causes of the Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties. This stone—tablet witnessed the implementation of the
Scholarship Farmlands practice, and it supplies a direct evidence for researching into the Qing Dynasty Imperial Examination System.

Key words: Qing Dynasty ; Imperial Examination ; scholarship farmland ; monument
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