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New Explanation of “Being Sage Inside and Being King Outside”

Taking Xiong Shili’s “Being Sage Inside and Being King Outside” as the Focus

Nie Minyu, Duan Hongzhi
(Department of Politics and Law, Baoding Universitiy, Baoding, Hebei 071000, China)

Abstract: “Being Sage Inside and Being King Outside” is the ancient Chinese scholars’ life ideal. From the point of literature, who
can really exerts the “Inner Sageliness and Outer Kingliness” is Confucian. “Being Sage Inside and Being King Outside” is the new
theory of the New Confucian, which not only has its traditional Confucian theory meaning, but also has its modern new implications, and
includes democracy and science also. Regardless of the traditional Confucian theory or the theory of modern new Confucian orthodoxy,
mostly advocate “Being Sage Inside” leads to “Being King Outside”, persist in the “Being Sage Inside” and “Being King Outside” should
be developed in the same pace. Although Xiong Shili is the person who puts forward the new ideas about “Being Sage Inside and Being
King Outside”, still be confined to the opinion about the “Being Sage Inside” leads to the “outer kingliness”. Although the “Being Sage
Inside and Being King Outside” can be set up in theory, and everyone has the possibility of to be a sage, on the reality the rate of the
possibility of its realization is almost zero. In fact, “Being Sage Inside and Being King Outside” are differ not two, when people
transform the objective world, the subjective world will also be transformed at the same time. In other words, It is not the “Being Sage
Inside” leads to the “Being King Outside”, but during “Outer Kingliness”, we can improve ourselves, and use the consequence of “Outer
Kingliness” to enrich our mind, so we can improve our moral level, and achieve our ideal and perfect personality.

Key words: “Being Sage Inside and Being King Outside”; Confucian; new Confucian; new Confucian orthodoxy; Xiong Shili
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