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Analysis of Mencius “Arguments with Justice and Benefit”

Zhao Hengjun, Dai Xunfeng
(College of Philosophy, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: As the important issues of the history of ideas in Confucian ethics, “arguments with justice and benefit” has never lost its
unique appeal for thousands of years,and we have been still thinking and discuss it now. In many discussions, Mencius occupied the most
significant position because he pushed “arguments with justice and benefit” onto the stage of the history of ethical thought and affected the later
Confucian scholars. From the meanings of justice and benefit, this article attempts to clarify Mencius’ original ideas of “arguments with justice
and benefit” by interpreting the concept of justice and benefit and studying contradictions behind it.

Key words: Mencius; Confucian ideas; justice; benefit; arguments with justice and benefit
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