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Medieval Legal Transmission From the Orient to the West:
the Influence of Islamic Law on the English Law

Leng Xia
(Research College for Foreign Law and Comparative Law, East China University of Politics and Law, Shanghai 200042, China)

Abstract: The origin of English Law is an important topic in the research of English legal history. In the last half-century, several scholars
have uncovered some evidences which suggest that certain principles of early English law,such as the action of debt, the assize of novel
disseisin, trial by jury, trust and Inns of court are rooted in Islamic (“shari’a”)law, were introduced into Norman England through contact
with the multicultural kingdoms of Sicily or by way of Crusades,traders and Franciscans. This view provides us with a new perspective to
understand the pluralism of legal civilizations and historical relationships between medieval oriental civilization and western civilization, and is
worth researching further.

Key words: English law; Islamic law; Kingdom of Sicily; Crusades; Franciscan
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