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Provision and Practice of Driftage About Ship That
Transported Grain Through Beijing and Hangzhou on Earth Canal in the Qing Dynasty

Li Junli
(School of History and Tourism, Xuchang University, Xuchang 461000, China)

Abstract: In the Qing Dynasty, the grain that is transported by ship through Beijing and hangzhou on earth canal is very important, but
the ship transport the grain Often meet large wind and waves on the Beijing and hangzhou on earth canal, that cause the ship is destroyed and
the grain is losed, this is called driftage. To reduce driftage happening and guarantee the grain safely and enough transport to destination, gov-
ernment formulate strict relevant provision: seriously exploring driftage; enough compensating losed grain; severely punishing relevant personnel.
Although provision is strict, it is large-minded when provision is performed:the losed grain is not compensated; the destroyed ship is not re-
paired; the relevant personnel is not punished. Although the large-minded practice reduce the burden of personnel who transport grain, it has
abuses: it causes more driftage; it provides an opportunity that can be exploited to treacherous personnel’s advantage.

Key words: Qing Dynasty; ship that transported grain through Beijing and Hangzhou on earth canal; grain transportation; driftage; le-
niency policy
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