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Summary of the Study on He Shang Gong’s Commentary to Lao Zi

Ma Lian
(College of Culture Popularization, China Institute of Industrial Relations, Beijing 100048, China)

Abstract: There have been hundreds of commentaries to Lao Zi since Pre-Qin. Among them, He Shang Gong’ s Commentary to Lao
Zi appeared earlier, spread wider and influenced greater. Study on He Shang Gong’s Commentary to Lao Zi mainly concentrated on its
author, age, content, editions and historical position. The authenticity of He Shang Gong and his book has been a problem in academic
history. He Shang Gong’s Commentary to Lao Zi appeared many different editions. It serves as a link between past and future in Chinese
intellectual history and Taoist history, it has significance in health preservation and editions of Lao Zi.

Key words: He Shang Gong’s Commentary to Lao Zi; the age of the book; annotation; editions; academic history
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