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Historical Evolution and Modern Transformation of the Relationship Between
University and Social Needs

Liu Fang
(Huaiyin Normal University, Huaian 223001, China)

Abstract: The university is a product of social needs and is constantly evolving and developing with the changes of social needs. The
large demand, diversity and rapid development of social needs in the new era lead to a new imbalance between social needs and the response of
university. Historical investigation and realistic analysis shows that the evolution of the relationship between university and social needs
experienced the three patterns: “Bridge-nor too close nor too distant”, “Penetration-zero distance” and “Fusion intimacy”. Now, the pattern of
“Fusion intimacy” makes its mark and presents the rich of “polymorphism” and shows vitality and vigor.

Key words: higher education; university; social needs; research university; the social service oriented university; entrepreneurial university
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