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The Sound of “ER JL” of Liao Chinese in Khitan Small Script Texts

Fu Lin
(The College of Literature, Hebei University, Baoding, Hebei 071002, China)

Abstract: Based on the corresponding between The“Yuanzi” of Khitan Small Script and Chinese sound types,the spelling “ % 4 ”
[3i] that was used for names in Khitan Small Script texts can be discriminated as the spelling of the Chinese character “JL” (ER). The
Chinese character “JL.”(ER) was also spelled as “ & & ”[i[i] and “ & ¥ "[i[i] which represented the other stage of the contact between
Khitan and Chinese. The spellings “ & % "[ifi] and “ & ¥ ”[i[i] were the similar sounds as Chinese target while the spelling “ % % ”
[3i] was the special symbols that were designed for Chinese sounds.

Key words: Khitan Small Script; epigraph; Liao Chinese; the sound of Chinese ER(JL); language contact layer order
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