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Sketchy Investigation on Yin Jiaquan’s Official Life

Jin Xinxiu
(Hangzhou Public Library, Hangzhou, Zhejiang 310016, China)

Abstract: In 1781, Yin Jiaquan requested a posthumous title and the permission to co-preside over sacrificial rites at Confucian
temple for his father, which were rejected by Emperor Qianlong. And thus Yin was arrested and sentenced “immediate death by
strangulation” with his property all confiscated. Yin’s case was a very typical one of literary inquisition. Most scholars payed little
attention to Yin’s family extraction, academic succession and official life history. Based on these, this dissertation aims to discuss these
problems. According to family genealogy, archives and Yin’s writings, major conclusions are as follows: influenced by his father and
teachers, Yin Jiaquan believed in Neo-Confucianism all his life; graduated as chu-jen in 1735, he was appointed to the minor office of
Board of Punishment in Peking and later occupied provincial posts in Shanxi Province, Shandong Province, Gansu Province, and Director
of the Court of Judicature and Revision. He was a good official.

Key words: Yin Jiaquan; family extraction; Yin Jiaquan’s teachers; official life; Qing Dynasty
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